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OFFICER DECISION RECORD 
	Officer: Sarah Troman

	Date of Decision: 22/04/22


	Title/Reference: Introduction of a new market trader incentive.
Ref: 22/24/NS


	Consultee Member (if applicable): N/A


	Record of Decision:
To be resolved by the Head of Neighbourhoods

1.1 To provide a month free rent period for new market traders in May 2022.


	Reasons for decision: 

Mansfield market has been in a period of decline for several years and the impact of the Covid pandemic has accelerated that demise. Some traders have ceased trading, become mobile businesses delivering to their customers or have chosen a new career path and some have retired.

The market is currently operating at 50% capacity across all five days.

There is a strong public appetite for a better market provision and the new Mansfield BID CEO has also stated that following a recent business survey they have carried out the results show that over 90% of businesses want the market to grow.

In order to attract new traders now Covid restrictions have been eased and the weather is improving, which is the optimum time to encourage growth, it is proposed that through the month of May new traders can stand and enjoy a month of free rent.

It is envisaged that once they have had the opportunity to trade in Mansfield it will encourage them to continue to stand and sign up as a regular licenced trader.

The reason that May has been chosen is because this is the month that the Love Your Local Market campaign runs and current regular licenced A&B stall holders benefit from a £5.00 per stall discount off their rent.

The aim of this campaign is a celebration of markets, but one of the key aims of the campaign is to offer opportunities for new businesses to try market trading for free or at a heavily discounted rate.
A marketing plan will be drawn up to maximise publicity of the offer, promote new traders and celebrate successes.



	Legal Powers / Authority:
The constitution stipulates at 3.01.18.1 that the Head of Neighbourhood Services has the power to:
“To take all operational decisions in respect of the Council’s functions in respect of car parks, cemeteries and crematorium, fleet, trade waste, waste, transfer station, Hermitage Lane depot, parks and open spaces, street cleansing, town centre management and waste and recycling.”

Further all Chief Officers are authorised within the constitution as follows:

3.01.11.12 Set fees and charges and reduce or waive them in particular cases.


	Implications:

You should also consult any other relevant officers if you think the decision will have an impact on their areas of responsibility.
	Relevant Legislation: N/A


	
	Finance: 
Whilst there will be a period of free rent, this will be for new traders so in the short term there will be not impact on current income, but it is hoped that it will increase income in the medium to long term.



	
	HR: N/A


	
	Climate Change: N/A


	
	Data Protection: N/A


	
	Human Rights: N/A


	
	Equality and Diversity: N/A


	In consultation with:

(Where applicable)


	Head of Paid Service: N/A


	
	Monitoring Officer: No specific comments.


	
	Section 151 Officer: No specific comments.

	Signature of Decision Taker:

(Please do not ‘pp’)


	James Biddlestone – Head of People and Transformation


Please send all decision for publication to: Democratic Services, at democraticservices@mansfield.gov.uk.
All decisions with exempt information should be sent to Mark Pemberton, Democratic Services Manager at mpemberton@mansfield.gov.uk.
